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RUSHFORD LAKE RECREATION DISTRICT 
 on the web at: www.rushfordlakerecreationdistrict.org                                                                                       Spring 2015 

 

Rushford Lake 
Dam Awareness Meeting 

 

  Saturday, June 6, 2015 at 6:30 PM 

Rushford Fire Hall 

 

To all residents and property owners in the Rushford Lake Recreation District: 

Our dam is our number one priority for our lake. We want property owners to be aware of 

mechanical and electrical problems our dam operators have been experiencing at the dam. 

Addressing these issues and other projects will be the main topic of this meeting. 

Other important subjects to be discussed include: lake water and wildlife analyses, control 

of invasive species, and the new gate at Balcom Beach launch. A question & answer period 

will follow. 

This is our first dam awareness and lake health meeting. A tentative agenda follows. Please 

mark your calendars – we hope to see you there. 

 

    Rushford Lake Dam Awareness Meeting 

                    TENTATIVE AGENDA 

 

 1.  Dam Maintenance 
        Tom Thomas, Rich Malter, Joe Manna, Bill Sikorski 

 2.  Lake Health 
         Ed Kwietniewski, Daryl Stevenson 

 3.  Environmental Committee 
         Dave Hirsch 

 4.  Financial Concerns 
         Bill Szabo 

 5.  Breakwalls, Docks, and Work Below the 1450 
         Chad Wittenrich 

 6.  Legal Issues on the Lake 
         Joe Manna 

 7.  Town-Lake Cooperation 
         John Jessop 

Question & Answer Period 
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Message from the Chair 

Our 2015 season will be here soon. We have had a long, 

cold winter in which the ice on the lake was thicker than 

usual. Our dam operators have been working very hard 

to maintain the water level so the ice doesn't destroy 

docks. I would like to thank our dam operators for being 

so dedicated. I know Tom Thomas has almost lived at 

the dam this spring. 

To all the RLRD commissioners, I thank you for your 

hard work, patience, and long hours. Even in the winter 

months, there is still a lot to do. I thank you for the time 

and energy that you devote from your personal lives to 

serve on committees to keep our lake clean and maintain 

the beautiful views. 

One of our safety concerns is if your dock has electric 

service. Please be sure that a certified electrician inspects 

it often. About ten years ago a girl was electrocuted in 

our lake. It is of the utmost importance that we make 

sure our electric is up to code. 

The Board will be meeting with Senator Katherine 

Young about our dam concerns in May. We also have a 

meeting with the DEC to determine if there have been 

changes in their policies. 

We have a new secretary, Kathy Kellogg. Stop in the 

office and introduce yourself to Kathy or call her at 

(585) 437-2017. 

Our new commissioner, Joe Manna, has learned very 

quickly and has brought his experience to help us 

resolve issues. Joe is our liaison and relates to our 

attorney for legal issues. Daryl Stevenson, our Vice 

Chairman, is working on our lake management 

watershed concerns and produces the Lake Matters 

communication. Jenny Harris chairs our Rules 

Committee and works with the rest of the board to help 

define our policies. Deb Aumick is working to update 

and revise the Strategic Plan for the Board. I personally 

have served on the board 8 years and take great pride in 

the position as a commissioner. I chair the 

Environmental Committee and work closely with the 

Lake Manager and Secretary. Volunteers are always 

welcome to join our committees. Individuals with 

experience in electrical, hydraulic, mechanical 

engineering, and structural engineering would be a 

valuable asset on the dam committee. Visit our web site 

for a complete list of committees and members. There is 

one other person that I want to especially thank: Donna 

Weir for helping to train our secretary and the 

production of this newsletter. 

Dave Hirsch 

Chairman 

Lake Management Planning  

Last fall the RLRD commissioners began work with 

SUNY Oneonta to develop a lake management plan over 

two years. As the SUNY Oneonta graduate student 

consultant, I will be principally analyzing the lake's 

biology, chemistry, and ecology with a goal of making 

recommendations about how 

we might manage this diverse 

system in the short and long 

term. Born and raised in 

Buffalo, I have a passion for 

lakes and have dedicated my life to learning about them 

and improving them. 

To assist us in developing this plan, we need to know the 

perceptions of those who live in the larger surrounding 

watershed region. How is the lake used and perceived, 

what are the threats that put the water purity and native 

fish species at risk, and are non-native fish and plant 

species entering the lake? These and other questions are 

essential to creating a useful plan. 

To help us get the big picture, a short survey will be 

coming to all Rushford Lake watershed (not just Lake 

District) residents soon by ground mail. So, look for it 

and when it arrives, please take just a few minutes to fill 

it out, either by going to the web-based form (the web 

address will be in the introductory letter), or by returning 

the paper copy in the envelope that will be included. 

Your completing the survey will greatly assist us in 

giving the plan a direction and it gives you a chance to 

voice anonymously what you think is important or what 

is not being done that should be. 

I will share some preliminary results during the special 

RLRD-sponsored information meeting on June 6, which 

is explained in this newsletter. Thank you in advance for 

your assistance. 
from Rushford Lake Matters – Spring 2015 

Ed Kwietniewski, SUNY Oneonta Graduate Student Consultant 

New District Secretary 

In January, Kathy Kellogg began her service as our 

RLRD District Secretary. Kathy lives in Farmersville, 

where she in on the Town Council. She is a former 

reporter and free lance writer, has over 20 years 

experience in office management, and is a self-described 

"wannabe farmer." 

Kathy is in the office on Tuesdays and Fridays from 

8 AM - 4 PM. Additional summer hours for the 

convenience of our residents are from 9 PM - noon 

Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day. If you have 

any questions, feel free to call Kathy at 585 - 437-2017. 

from Rushford Lake Matters – Spring 2015 

Daryl Stevenson, Commissioner 
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Updates on the RLRD Guide 

Over the winter months, the RLRD 

has been working hard to improve 

and clarify the Guide to District 

Policies and Procedures that informs residents and 

guides RLRD decisions. Completely re-editing this 

document is in process and will be posted on the web 

site, but there are several items for your information if 

you have not been following the Commission Board's 

monthly minutes. 

a) The Caneadea and Rushford Town Boards 

approved an RLRD resolution that brings their code 

enforcement offices into the process of new 

construction by ensuring structural integrity, even 

below the 1450 elevation. Beginning May 1, 2015, 

any new structure within the two towns requires the 

additional step of a town building permit, but only 

following the initial work permit granted by the 

RLRD office. The safety and peace of mind of 

residents and the general public makes this a 

natural, and perhaps overdue, step. 

b) We approved new language (Section 5.3.5) that 

helps residents decide whether their proposed work 

needs a work permit from our office, the DEC, or 

not at all. 

c) We approved a new section (9.4) that deals with 

sheds, boathouses, and other structures which may 

be conforming or non-conforming to the current 

RLRD policies. 

d) We approved a restriction of launching any 

motorized boat at any other site on Rushford Lake 

other than Balcom Beach, effective immediately. 

Two other marina sites were approved for private 

launching of boats in storage or in dry dock for 

repair. 

from Rushford Lake Matters – Spring 2015 

Daryl Stevenson, Commissioner 

 

Reminder… 
No work is to be done below the 1450 elevation without 

a work permit and approval from the RLRD. 

Jenny Harris, Chair, Rules Committee 

Commissioner 

District Office Hours 
Tuesday & Friday:  

     8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Also, open Saturday 
Memorial Day thru Labor Day:   

     9:00 a.m. – Noon 

Boat Launch Gate Installed 

As part of our continuing efforts to be proactive in 

managing fish and plant invasive species transported in 

from other lakes, the RLRD has recently installed a 

locked gate at the Balcom Beach launch site. As of May 

26, 2015, normal gate operation will begin Thursday 

through Sundays with an attendant on duty for 

designated hours. Beginning June 15, 2015, attendants 

will be at the launch area for portions of each day of the 

week, not just weekends. With a launch pass, district 

residents may both launch and remove boats during the 

open hours. District residents may also apply to purchase 

a key to the gate ($10.00) for access any other time.  

The RLRD's comprehensive efforts to control invasive 

species through education, signage, and a locked gate 

will be available on the web site soon. Pamphlets 

explaining the Boat Launch Gate: Rules and Regulations 

are being prepared for pick up at the RLRD office or 

requested through email. 

from Rushford Lake Matters – Spring 2015 

Chad Wittenrich, Lake Manager 

 

Secretary’s Corner… 
The RLRD office is compiling a list of 

email addresses of our residents to 

automate future newsletter 

mailings and other pertinent 

information. If you have not done so 

already, please send a brief email to me at 

rushfordlakerecreationdistrict@yahoo.com with your 

email information. Now is also a good time to update 

any changes to your mailing address and a contact phone 

number. This will be an on-going project to ensure our 

records are current. 

Thank you for your help! 

Kathy Kellogg, District Secretary 

Notice: Town of Rushford Residents 

CLEANUP CAMPAIGN 

Wednesday, May 27, 2015 

The Town of Rushford Highway Superintendent, with 

cooperation from Allegany County, will participate in a 

cleanup campaign of White Goods and other large, 

unslightly discarded objects. All items must be roadside. 

For information or to arrange a pickup, you must call 

either the Highway Superintendent at 437-2265 or the 

Town Clerk at 437-2206. 
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Save The Date! 
 

Rushford Lake 

Dam Awareness 

Meeting 

 
Saturday 

June 6, 2015 

6:30 PM 

Rushford Fire Hall 

(see page 1 for details) 

 

 

2015 Rushford Lake Recreation 

District Board Meetings 

Saturday – 9:30 AM 

Rushford Town Hall 

May 30 

June 27 

July 11 

August 29 

September 26 

October 24 

November 21 

December 19 
 

RLRD Election 
July 25 (12 - 8 PM in District Office) 

 

RLRD Reorganization Meeting 
August 1 (9:30 AM in District Office) 

 

RLRD 2016 Budget Hearing 
August 29 (9:00 AM in Rushford Town Hall) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Rushford Lake Recreation District 
P.O. Box 82  
Rushford, NY 14777 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

     
 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
HOUGHTON, NY 
PERMIT NO. 16 

Please notify the District 

Office if your mailing 

address has changed 


