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 The October 15 start of draw down is behind us now and the lake community is settling into its fall and winter 

routine.  It is a good time to share with you current and exciting developments associated with the lake district. 

 

 This edition announces and details the lake management planning process the commission is undertaking over the 

next two years in partnership with SUNY Oneonta College.  Further, the contractors working on our dam are now gone, 

and we will tell you what is next.  We announce new awareness and educational initiatives concerning the dam and the 

water quality.  Note, especially, the informational meeting scheduled for next June.  Finally, the new budget carries a 

modest increase. So, read on to get a closer look at the details.  

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Lake Management Planning 
 

     For several years, we have pursued being a “client” lake of 

SUNY Oneonta College’s masters degree program in lake 

management, and this year we were successful in this 

competitive process.  Annually, entering graduate students 

visit 15-20 lakes and each selects a lake to work with for two 

years to develop a comprehensive watershed lake management 

plan. Although Rushford is more than four hours from 

Oneonta, the most distant of any lake visited, a team of seven 

students and two faculty members came on September 25.  

They toured the lake, had dinner with the commissioners and 

lake manager, and discussed mutual goals through the 

evening.  A week later, Ed Kwietniewski (“quit-new-ski”), 

from Hamburg, NY, was intrigued by what he found here and 

selected Rushford as “his” lake.  His active involvement here 

began October 11 and will extend until fall 2016. 

 

     For a modest annual fee to Oneonta, Ed will work with the 

commissioners, the lake manager, and other interested lake 

stakeholders to analyze the water, fishing, and general habitat 

found in the annual cycle of the lake.  In addition, this two 

year partnership will study the broader issues in our total 

watershed area--the ways residential, industrial, and 

agricultural development potentially affects the lake quality.  

As a result of the scientific analysis, data gained from a survey 

to be administered to regional and lake district residents, and 

interviews with a full range of stakeholders, Ed will assist us 

in developing a longer term plan for management. He will 

make broad recommendations and suggest concrete steps to 

preserve the quality of the lake and anticipate noxious threats 

that could undermine it. His mission is to study the lake and 

environs with the fresh eyes of a soon-to-be certified lake 

manager. 

 
     During Ed’s time with us, he will learn as much as possible 

about Rushford Lake, analyze our water in detail (all depths 

and seasons in multiple locations), take opportunities to make 

public presentations, write short blurbs for our newsletters, 

and leave with us a non-binding Rushford Lake Management 

Plan. Anyone with questions about this partnership should 

contact Commissioner Daryl Stevenson. 

 

Lake Health 
 
      On Saturday, October 18, several commissioners, the lake 

manager, the Rushford town supervisor, and representatives of 

the land owners association attended the annual meeting of our 

state regional chapter of the Federation of Lake Associations 

(NYSFOLA). The theme centered on the growing problem in 

many fresh water bodies that we have noted in our newsletters 

before:  unwanted, nearly ineradicable, invasive plant and 

animal species. Conference presentations shared activities in 

western New York and the Finger Lakes to treat infected lakes 

and creeks, how lakes cope with financing treatments, and 

where there are case examples of successes.  

 

     We want to be ahead of the curve on this and will proceed 

to protect the lake’s health on several fronts.  We are 

announcing a significant push to bring educational 

opportunities to the public, which we are calling the Lake and 

Dam Awareness Initiatives.   The Lake Awareness Initiative
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emphasizes water and lake quality. We plan to heighten 

awareness of these through signs in strategic points around the 

lake encouraging self-policing regarding unwanted hitch-

hikers (not the human variety) in live wells and bait cans, and 

on boats, motors, and trailers; through newsletters and web 

site blurbs; through public information meetings beyond our 

monthly commission business meetings (see below).  

 

     The other initiative—Dam Awareness--should help 

residents know the issues stemming from deferred dam 

maintenance.  Of all our precious resources associated with 

the lake, the dam is a prime one.  Now that the repairs have 

been made to the I-beams underwater that catch trash, there is 

some relief about a potential catastrophic event due to rusted 

beams collapsing and jamming equipment.  But in the next 

several years, expensive giant Howell-Bunger valves that help 

manage water levels will need repair and perhaps replacement, 

so we dare not defer maintenance indefinitely.  We must 

anticipate and plan for these costs, and that is why the 

commission is exploring grants and fundraising possibilities to 

supplement our Dam Repair Fund.  

  

     However, we want to reiterate that there are redundant 

systems in the dam to manage the water levels, and the 

structural integrity is not threatened. The dam is not going to 

fail. But we cannot delay maintenance until things get critical. 

 

     Another way to aid and preserve the lake’s health is to 

install a keyed gate at the boat launch area of Balcom Beach.  

Following months of discussion, the July straw poll of district 

residents, and exploring costs and methods, it is prudent to 

improve our managing boat traffic from other lakes. Lime 

Lake and Conesus Lake have long term milfoil problems, with 

keyed gates and “stewards” to monitor launch traffic. 

Chautauqua has choking water chestnuts, Lake George has 

Asian clams, and Tonawanda Creek has been fighting hydrilla. 

The plan to install and manage the gate in our lake will be 

detailed in a future newsletter and in the meeting referenced 

below.  We continue to work with our two towns to find ways 

to limit launching other than three approved sites.  

 

       RLRD Information Meeting 
 

     We will host an open public information meeting for 

district and area residents in June, 2015, at the Rushford Fire 

Hall, with time and date to be announced. The RLRD will give 

updates on the dam and our developing management plan, and 

our lake manager will report on policies and best practices 

under the Commission rules. Also, we expect to hear from our 

graduate consultant on his water quality assessment to date, 

plus have a generous period for a Q & A session.  

 

 
 

Comprehensive Email List 
 

     A far more efficient means to distribute newsletters and 

other information is by email rather than ground mail.  Many 

of us use email regularly and perhaps prefer receiving 

information this way, since many have lake and home street 

addresses.  The web site is an excellent but passive tool, and 

requires district residents to access it regularly. Some cannot 

or simply don’t.   

 

     The number of email users around the lake is growing and 

prompts us to build a comprehensive and robust list in the 

district office. Sue McAuley, our district secretary, is 

compiling emails to add to the names, street addresses, phone 

numbers, and other relevant information. To assist her efforts, 

you may send (rushfordlakerecreationdistrict@yahoo.com) a 

brief email note to ensure that she has your accurate email 

address. If any other information has recently changed for you, 

it is a good time to update her. 

 

Small Increase in 2015 Taxes 

 
     The RLRD Commission recently but reluctantly passed a 

5%  increase in tax assessment for the coming fiscal year.  The 

particulars of the budget were detailed by our treasurer, Bill 

Szabo, at the August budget meeting, and the commission 

board voted by resolution on October 25 to exceed the tax cap 

to that amount.  The increase is necessary for a range of 

initiatives and maintenance, including providing for short and 

long term dam and sluice gate maintenance and seeking 

expenses for grants. For context, a property worth about 

$150,000 will have a modest tax increase of about $23.00. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

          Please remain in contact with us by visiting the web site periodically or come in person to our monthly board 

meetings. Your commissioners are always open to your perspectives and feedback.   If you want us to address a broad 

lake topic in a future newsletter, send it to our district secretary [rushfordlakerecreationdistrict@yahoo.com] or drop it off 

at the office. Meanwhile, remember to update Sue McAuley on your email address or other personal information.  

                                                          

Respectfully,   

 

Rushford Lake Recreation District  

Board of Commissioners            
 www.rushfordlakerecreationdistrict.org  
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