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   August 2014  
 

 Our summer and the lake season are coming to a close in a few weeks, schools open soon, and fall 

leaves begin to turn to blazing colors.  Another cycle is nearly complete.  We hope that you have enjoyed the 

many perks of lake living this summer.   

 

 This second summer newsletter provides recent news of events and activities of interest and concern to 

lake district residents.  Here are some lake matters in brief.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

1.  Draw down.  The lake draw down begins mid-

October, as usual.  

 

2.  Results -- RLRD Commission election and the 

informal straw poll.  On July 26, Joseph Manna 

was elected for a three year term.  The straw poll 

taken during district voting sought an informal 

gauge of district residents’ opinions about placing a 

keyed gate at the Balcom Beach launch site, 

principally to assist in managing uninspected boat 

traffic from other lakes that might threaten 

importing noxious invasive species.  The tally was 

122 in favor and 88 against.  Thank you for your 

input. The Commissioners will continue to study 

this issue.  Gates would not be the only means of 

management, however.  A higher-profile education 

program would be part of our efforts.  

 

3. Re-organization meeting:  The annual RLRD 

organization meeting on August 2 resulted in the 

following elections and appointments for the 

coming year:  The elected chair and vice chair, 

respectively, were David Hirsch and Daryl 

Stevenson.  Appointees were:  Secretary – Susan 

McAuley; Treasurer – Bill Szabo; Lake Manager – 

Chad Wittenrich; Dam Operations Manager – Tom 

Thomas; Dam Facilities Manager – Bill Sikorski; 

RLRD Attorney – Joseph Miller.  

 

4. Annual budget meeting.  The presentation of the 

annual RLRD preliminary budget was delivered and 

distributed in public meeting by treasurer Bill Szabo 

on August 23, at 9:00 AM.  Multiple factors lead 

the Finance Committee to propose a 5% tax 

increase for a range of initiatives and maintenance, 

including providing for short and long term dam 

and sluice gate operations, improving our water 

monitoring systems (levels and purity), and seeking 

expenses for grants.  On a property valued at 

$150,000, the approximate increase in taxes is 

$23.00.   

 

 
 

 We extend our thanks to Bill Szabo, Dan 

Rath (Finance Committee chair), and the other 

committee members for their work in preparing this 

budget. 

                                                                                             * * * * * * * * * *  
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5. Caneadea dam.  It has been a busy summer at 

the dam, and some of it has been visible.  In July, 

Tom Thomas represented Rushford Lake and 

presented a talk at a Mt Morris Dam conference for 

all “stake holders” in the Genesee River basin 

(those affecting the river’s flow). Other activities 

include: 

 continuing underwater repair work by the 

Buffalo firm, BIDCO, to replace heavy I-

beams to support the trash racks. Work will 

extend into the fall, and, for everyone’s 

safety, we ask all boaters and hikers to stay 

clear of the dam, diving barges, and 

equipment. 

 inspecting and servicing our tram to the dam 

from the parking area and outfitting it with a 

state-of-the-art braking system;  

 installing an hydraulic system to raise/lower 

the large spillway gates more easily; 

 extending our contract with a firm that 

supports our monitoring lake levels. The 

data is stored and fed to web sites that 

inform our decisions. We are programming 

additional features to fine tune our high and 

low water alarms.  

                                      

                             

6. RLRD practices and policies.  Through its 

Rules Committee, the Commission plans to review 

a range of practices and policies over the next few 

months, which includes clarifying language and 

harmonizing diverse sections.  Drafts will be 

available for comment. 

 

7. Water purity results.  The last water analysis 

was completed July 7 in multiple locations around 

the lake, and all the reports came back with 

excellent results. Thanks for enabling these results 

with your vigilance in keeping the lake clean.  

 

 
 

8.  Waterfront projects.  Fall is probably the best 

time to complete waterfront projects on district 

property, so if you are planning this, be sure to 

contact the district office, and the lake manager 

specifically, to assess whether your intended project 

requires a permit. Since Commission Board 

meetings are monthly (the next two are September 

27 and October 25), now is the time to prepare your 

application for approval of work permits. Activities 

like building break walls require DEC approval, so 

please submit application requests as soon as 

possible. You can find the applications on the web 

site or at the district office. 

                                                                                                 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 Whether you spend your non-summer months on the lake or “back home,” please remain in contact with 

us by visiting the web site periodically. The Commissioners are always open to your comments and 

perspectives, so we are happy to receive them via email, letter, or by a phone conversation.   

 

 The task of managing the RLRD is not simple.  The many issues can be thorny, complex, and sometimes 

conflicting, perhaps beyond what is easily apparent.  Our strong intent and commitment is to fulfill our charge 

with consistency and fairness, but without overstepping our prescribed authority. We all want the lake to remain 

the jewel that it is. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Rushford Lake Recreation District Board of Commissioners 

www.rushfordlakerecreationdistrict.org 

 

P.S.  If you want us to address a broad lake topic in a future letter, send it to our district secretary 

[rushfordlakerecreationdistrict@yahoo.com] or drop it off at the office. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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