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Update on Our Current Dam Operations 

Because of the many rumors or other misinformation that 

may have circulated about the dam, this newsletter provides a 

good opportunity to share accurate information about the 

dam’s current status. I trust that this overview is instructive 

and serves to allay any concerns. 

The dam design (constructed 1927-29) is a poured concrete 

arch that is faced with brick on both the upstream (lake side) 

and downstream (gorge) sides. The solid concrete and 

reinforced core -- the true structural component -- is in 

excellent physical shape and is structurally sound.   

The mechanical design of the dam incorporates two water 

release systems that allow our dam operations staff to control 

lake levels throughout the year. The first system is quite 

visible to boaters and other onlookers. Two spillway gates (see 

A and B on sketch) are located to the left or on the north side.  

Two 20 foot high gates can be raised by cable winches located 

atop the blue structural framework. Behind the gates is a 50 

foot wide spillway that channels released water out of the lake. 

Traditionally, these two gates are only used to release water 

when the lake inflow exceeds the capacity of the primary 

mechanical water release system. 

The primary water release system is located at the base of 

the dam and managed from the control house that sits atop the 

dam. Two 54 inch diameter tubes, called penstocks (C and D), 

extend from the bottom of the lake side front through the 

dam’s concrete structure to two valve control houses on the 

downstream side (E and F). The penstocks empty into the tail 

pool (L), and the water eventually flows downstream. 

Located on each end of the penstocks is equipment that 

allows the staff to manage water levels. At the downstream 

end are two large cone-shaped structures called Howell-

Bugner valves (G and H), so named for the company that 

designed and manufactured them. The valves open and close 

by hydraulic motor operated from the valve control houses. 

They operate in a similar manner to a common faucet, 

allowing release of water from 1% to 100%. The dam 

operations staff allows outflow from the lake to match 

corresponding inflow from the lake’s surrounding watershed.   

On the lake side of the dam, at the bottom and at the mouth 

of both penstocks, are two sliding gates (I and J), similar to the 

two spillway gates. The gates ride in tracks mounted at the 

base of the dam and are moved by large hydraulic cylinders 

sitting on top of the gates. These gates allow the operators to 

close the penstock flow should a problem arise or to do 

maintenance on the Howell-Bugner valves at the other end. A 

hydraulic pump in the main control house (K) operates these 

cylinders to move the sliding gates. 

Lake district residents and other lake users should know 

that the structural integrity of the dam is absolutely not at 

issue. The work you see at the dam is operational and not 

structural. It involves repairing one of the two sliding gates at 

the mouth of one penstock. An external company is assisting 

us to diagnose and repair the 

malfunctioning gate. We hope to 

resolve the issue in the spring, but 

if not, we will proceed after the fall 

draw down, which might have to 

occur a bit earlier than usual. The 

commissioners have discussed this 

possibility, if spring repairs cannot 

be completed. Meanwhile, there is 

no cause for concern and we can 

manage lake levels using the 

second penstock sliding gate. 

Bill Sikorski 

Dam Facilities Manager 
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New Commissioners and 
Staff Member 

As readers may know, five RLRD commissioners oversee 

the work of managing our lake. Since our last newsletter, two 

new members have taken seats on the lake district 

commission, supported by a new district secretary.   

Jenny Harris is a well-known realtor in the area since 1988 

but has lived on the lake since 1974. Although elected last 

July as a commissioner, Jenny has been an interested and 

regular attendee of commission meetings since its inception in 

1981. She has been a member of the Rules Committee since 

2009, and since her election in August, is now the Rules 

Committee chair and a member of the Dock Committee.  

Jenny is married to life-long lake resident Danny Harris and 

their daughter Michele is married and lives in West Seneca. 

Daryl Stevenson is the Town of Caneadea’s appointed 

representative to the commission as of November 1. Daryl has 

lived in the town since 1982, and has had a seasonal boat slip 

on the lake since 1995. After 31 years of service, he recently 

retired from Houghton College as professor of psychology and 

director of the institutional research and assessment office. He 

has served on boards for civic, religious, and professional 

groups and begins this service as our office manager. In the 

spring he will assume the commission chair responsibilities. 

Daryl has been married to Gudy for 44 years and they have 

three married sons and six grandchildren. 

Stephanie Wittenrich is our new district secretary as of 

November 1, managing day to day office operations and 

reporting to the office manager. Steph’s work experience most 

recently was at Houghton College for seven years, where she 

also received her bachelor’s degree in business. She is a 

boating, running, and reading enthusiast. Her husband is Chad, 

our lake manager, and they have lived on the lake for the last 

nine years. Their children are Kennedi and Kyle.  

To reach any of your commissioners or staff members, 

please contact the RLRD office by phone (585-437-2017) or at 

rushfordlakerecreationdistict@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Rules Committee 

   As chairperson of the RLRD Rules Committee, I am glad to 

announce that after four years of hard work clarifying and 

codifying our Guide to District Policies and Procedures, the 

document is finally past draft form and is now fully part of our 

district documents, as of our October 2013 commissioners’ 

meeting. For a copy, click on Guide to District Policies after 

you log on to rushfordlakerecreationdistrict.org. 

Jenny Harris 

Chair, Rules Committee 

                          

Secretary’s 
Corner… 

Election Notice 

District Elections will be held on Saturday, July 26
th

 from 

noon to 8:00 p.m. in the District Office. If you are not 

registered to vote, have not voted in some time, or are unsure 

of your status, please contact the office.  

You qualify to vote if  

 you reside in the District for a minimum of 30 days 

preceding the election and are registered to vote from 

that residence according to NYS Election Law  

   – OR –  

 you own real property in the District and your name 

appears on the deed. 

Mailed registrations must be received at least 25 days 

before the date of the election. You may register in person up 

to 12 days before the election. 

Absentee Ballots 

A registered voter of the Rushford Lake Recreation District 

may apply for an absentee ballot if unable to vote in person 

because he or she is: 

 A patient in a hospital, institution, or home because of 

illness or physical disability 

 Absent from Allegany County because of vacation, 

business, or educational reasons on the day of the 

election 

 Absent from residence because of detainment in jail for 

an offense other than a felony or awaiting trial or grand 

jury action 

Applications for an absentee ballot must be obtained from 

the District Secretary. Completed applications for a ballot 

must be received at least seven (7) days before the election. 

Stephanie Wittenrich 

District Secretary 

 

District Office Hours 
Tuesday & Thursday:  

     8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Also, open Saturday 
Memorial Day thru Labor Day:   

     9:00 a.m. – Noon (May 24
th
 through August 30

th
) 

 

mailto:rushfordlakerecreationdistict@yahoo.com


Rushford Lake Recreation District ~ 3 ~ Winter 2014 

Lake Manager         
As spring draws near, lake residents 

often begin making plans to improve their 

dock or break wall for the 2014 boating season. Before 

construction can begin, though, certain steps need to be taken.  

It is important to contact the RLRD office and ask whether a 

permit will be required. The office is open on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. In some cases a home 

owner will not need to fill out a permit if the work involves a 

simple repair. If it is determined that a permit is required, the 

dock committee will assist you to ensure that all RLRD 

regulations are being followed. The committee is always 

willing to discuss options with residents. 

There is a distinction between a dock work permit and a  

dock license. There have been situations this past year when 

home owners request permits to fix their docks, but then find 

out that they do not have a dock license. Home owners must 

obtain their dock license before a permit will be issued. For 

the RLRD to issue a dock license, the home owner needs to 

have a 500 square foot residence, at a minimum. Also, the 

home owner must have an Allegany County approved septic 

system, deed, and survey. Copies of these items are kept at the 

RLRD office.  

As a lake district resident, it is important to know where the 

1,450 foot elevation line meets your property line. Any land 

below that elevation line is Rushford Lake Recreation District 

property. Any trees, for example, below the 1,450 foot 

elevation line are on RLRD property. A permit is needed to 

remove trees on district property. If you want help locating 

that elevation line, please contact the RLRD office.  

Finally, as the lake begins to fill up, we find branches and 

numerous types of debris floating in the lake. Please take the 

opportunity to clean up this debris whenever you can.  Contact 

the RLRD office if there is debris too large to clear from the 

lake by yourself. Debris left in the lake will eventually end up 

at the dam or could be struck by a boat.  So, thanks for helping 

us clear debris whenever there is an opportunity. 

Chad Wittenrich 

Lake Manager  

 

Environmental Committee 
Our committee has six members: Commissioner David 

Hirsch and George D'Annunzio (co-chairs), Bill Witkopf, 

Chad Wittenrich, Loren Eastmer, and Bill Heitzenrater. This 

year Bill Heitzenrater will be consulting with the water testing 

lab, since his background is in that area.  

During the summer we have three meetings to discuss 

environmental issues around the lake. This includes inflows 

from creeks and farms where water enters our lake. We only 

test the water when it flows in the lake district. Please have 

your septic tested if it is not functioning properly. This is very 

important since the runoffs end up in the lake.  We also 

encourage you to fill your watercraft with gas at the marina.  

 

Environmental Committee (continued) 

One small spill can contaminate 1,000 gallons of water. If you 

want to fill your watercraft yourself, please remove it from the 

lake. We want to assure our swimmers and water skiers that 

our lake is clean.  

We are very concerned about invasive species getting into 

our lake. Hydrilla, for example, is a plant that grows and 

spreads very fast and can damage a lake. It can go dormant for 

a period and then become active again. At this time, we have 

not identified any hydrilla in the lake, but we must maintain 

vigilance and ask for your assistance.  We have discussed with 

the Commissioners how potential visiting fisherman or other 

pleasure watercraft can be contaminated on boat bottoms, 

motors, or trailers when they launch. There has been 

discussion about possibly closing the launch during certain 

hours and taking other precautions, but there are no final 

decisions yet.  

Water Testing 

On July 18, 2013, the Environmental Impact Team 

contracted with Biotrax Testing Laboratory to test our water, 

particularly following rain events. Testing after rain events 

provides data about farming and manure spreading in the area 

as well as all sources of runoff that feed the lake. The lake 

waters were tested for total coliform, E. coli, and fecal 

coliform. The testing in 2012 showed minimal impact of 

rainwater affecting the water quality. The 2013 analysis was 

performed after a rain event and showed similar safe results. 

We have also tested several personal well water samples. 

These wells have come up positive for coliforms and E. coli. 

Since you likely use your well water for 

drinking, cooking, and general hygiene 

(bathing, brushing teeth, etc.), be sure 

to maintain your well. Well main-

tenance includes, but is not limited to, 

periodic sanitizing of the well to be sure 

that no harmful bacteria are present. It is also important that 

your septic system is in proper working order so it does not 

contaminate the lake or other nearby wells. 

Biotrax will be offering discounted well testing over the 

Memorial Day weekend in May 2014. We will offer a packet 

for water sampling which you can pick up at the Balcom 

Beach boat launch on Friday (5/23) 1 - 8 p.m., Saturday (5/24) 

8 a.m. - 8 p.m., and Sunday (5/25) 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. The packet 

will provide instructions for taking your well water sample 

and the necessary paperwork for the test. These tests will be 

certified lab results. The cost will be $20.00, discounted from 

$30.00. After you have collected the sample, you must return 

it to the launch within 24 hours for analysis. All samples must 

be returned to the launch by Sunday (5/25) at 4 p.m. Results 

will be mailed to you at your specified address. 

We want to assure all the residents and tax payers that we 

make every effort to stay on top of these issues. 

David Hirsch 

Co-Chair, Environmental Committee 
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Farewell…. 

Finally, we bid Doug Crandall and Donna Weir goodbye as 

they step back from their RLRD responsibilities and move on 

to new tasks.  Doug has chaired the Commission since 2009 

and Donna has served as District Secretary since 2010. They 

have provided professional guidance and expertise in their 

respective roles with gracious spirits, high energy, and 

perseverance. When you see them out and about, thank them 

for their service.  

 

Have you visited our web site? 

Go to: 

    www.rushfordlakerecreationdistrict.org 

…for your digital copy of this 
newsletter, the list of commissioners, 

lake news, information, minutes, 
forms, and more. 

 

 

For information on Boater 
Safety visit: 
          
www.newyorkboatingsafetycourse.com 

 

RLRD 
Important Dates 

2014 

District Elections (District Office): 

Saturday, July 26, 2014 – Noon – 8:00 p.m. 

Reorganization Meeting (District Office): TBD 

Budget Hearing and Board Meeting: TBD 

Board of Commissioners regular meetings 
are generally on the last Saturday of the 
month at 9:30 a.m. in the Town of Rushford 
Meeting Room: 

February 22, March 29, April 26, May 31, 

June 28, July 26, August 23, September 27, 

October 25, November 22, December 20 

 

Any change of schedule or venue 
will be publicized well in advance. 
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