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Message from the Chair 
The 2012 boating season is now a part of our history. The 

weather was most accommodating making for lots of activity 

on the lake. We now look forward to the 2013 boating season 

with our customary excitement. 

This past summer and fall, we focused considerable attention 

on our dam. We complied with a NYS DEC requirement to 

have an engineering assessment of the dam. The results of this 

assessment indicate that our dam is in good condition and will 

likely remain so, provided we complete several prescribed 

maintenance activities. In addition, we completed an 

Inspection and Maintenance Plan as required by the DEC. 

These documents are available for inspection at the district 

office. Bill Sikorski was selected by the board to serve as our 

part-time Dam Facility Manager. 

Tom Thomas, one of our Dam Operators, served as our 

interim part-time Lake Manager. His term was completed as 

of 11-03-12. The Board thanks Tom for his fine work and 

dedication while serving in these dual roles. The board has 

selected Chad Wittenrich as our permanent, part-time Lake 

manager to assist the Board in its oversight of the District. 

Our committees have been quite active as you will read in this 

newsletter. We should all take the time to thank these 

volunteers for their work on everyone's behalf. We encourage 

your participation on any of our committees.  

We hope you find the information in this newsletter 

informative and look forward to seeing everyone again.  Best 

wishes for 2013! 
Doug Crandall 

Chairman 

 

Dock Inspection Committee 
To all property owners in the Rushford Lake Recreation 

District. 

I first want to thank our volunteers who donate their time to 

meet monthly and discuss requests for use of district property. 

We then go out to each site and look at surveys and determine 

whether the request of the landowner meets the criteria of 

RLRD polices.  

If you have requests for work on docks or break walls for this 

year, please submit your request ASAP as the NYS DEC and 

Army Corp Of Engineers may also have to approve your 

project. This may take time if your first request is denied and 

changes must be made. 

The members of our dock committee are Lake Manager Chad 

Wittenrich, Danny Harris, Bill Witkopf, Dick Forkey, Mike 

Holmes, Dave Gleed, Commissioner David Hirsch, and our 

newest member, Joe Manna. If you have any questions, 

contact Chad at 585-437-2017 or David Hirsch 585-437-5481.  

David Hirsch 

Commissioner 
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Lake Manager 
For the past eight years my wife Stephanie and I have built our 

permanent residency at Rushford Lake. We have a daughter 

named Kennedi and a son named Kyle. Currently, I am a 

physical education teacher at Letchworth Central School and 

Stephanie works at Houghton College. Stephanie and I enjoy 

watching our children participate in after school sports. This 

keeps us on the go throughout the school year. Some of the 

most memorable times we have had as a family are when we 

spend time on Rushford Lake. We always look forward to 

boating, swimming and fishing at the lake. 

Since January I have been employed as the Part-Time 

Rushford Lake Manager. During this short period of time, I 

have been learning the day to day operation of Rushford Lake. 

Also, I have had the opportunity of meeting many new people. 

Chad Wittenrich 

Lake Manager 
 
 

 

 

RLRD Important Dates - 2013 

Board Meetings: 
Saturday, June 15, 2013 – 9:30 AM 
Saturday, July 20, 2013 – 9:30 AM 

District Elections (District Office): 
Saturday, July 27, 2013 – Noon – 8:00 PM 

Reorganization Meeting (District Office): 
Saturday, August 3, 2013 – 9:30 AM 

Budget Hearing & Board Meeting: 
Saturday, August 31, 2013 – 9:30 AM 

Board Meetings: 
Saturday, September 21, 2013 – 9:30 AM 
Saturday, October 19, 2013 – 9:30 AM 
Saturday, November 16, 2013 – 9:30 AM 
Saturday, December 14, 2013 – 9:30 AM 

Board meetings are held in the Town of Rushford Meeting Room 

http://www.rushfordlakerecreationdistrict.org/
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    from the 
Secretary’s Corner… 

Election Notice 
District Elections will be held on Saturday, July 27

th
 from 

noon to 8:00PM in the District Office. If you are not registered 

to vote or haven’t voted in some time and are unsure of your 

status, please contact the office.  

You qualify to apply to vote if: You reside in the District for a 

minimum of 30 days preceding the election and are registered 

to vote from that residence according to NYS Election Law – 

OR – you own real property in the District (your name must 

appear on the deed). 

Mailed registrations must be received at least 25 days before 

the date of the election. You may register in person up to 12 

days before the date of the election. 

New for 2013 – Absentee Ballots 

A registered voter of the Rushford Lake Recreation District 

may apply for an absentee ballot if he/she is unable to appear 

to vote in person because he/she is: 

 A patient in a hospital, institution, or home because of 

illness or physical disability 

 Absent from Allegany County because of vacation, 

business, education on the day of the election 

 Absent from residence because of detainment in jail for an 

offense other than a felony or awaiting trial or grand jury 

action 

Applications for an absentee ballot must be obtained from the 

District Secretary. 

Completed applications for a ballot must be received at least 

seven (7) days before the election. 
Donna Weir 

District Secretary 

 

Comprehensive Plan Ad Hoc 
Committee 
Two years ago, the RLRD Board decided to develop a 

Comprehensive Plan for the District, similar to the plans of 

town and county municipalities. These plans not only evaluate 

the needs of a municipality and how to meet these needs, but 

are used as a reference and justification when applying for 

grants for the entity. 

The Plan was finalized over the winter of 2013 and is now in 

the hands of RLRD Board members for review. The District 

lawyer and Rushford Town lawyer recently determined that a 

special district such as the RLRD cannot legally develop a 

Comprehensive Plan. However, this document can exist under 

another name such as Strategic Plan. This actually works to 

make the process easier as the District will now not have to go 

through the Towns and County for approval. A Strategic Plan 

can still be referenced when applying for grants. 

Once this document is approved by the RLRD Board, a public 

hearing will be held for further input. 
Deb Aumick 

Commissioner & Chair, Comprehensive Plan Ad Hoc Committee 

Caneadea Dam Report 
We have several initiatives planned for our dam this year that 

address safety concerns and our maintenance plan. 

Finger Lakes Tram, Inc. has begun installing a tram on the left 

side of the stairs down to the dam. They were the successful 

bidder for a tram that will carry dam personnel, supplies and 

equipment from the park area above the dam down to a 

platform adjacent to the dam that will be constructed as part of 

our contract.  

We will be contracting for the removal of vegetation on the 

back side of the dam, as part of our maintenance plan. 

A major project to be undertaken is the refurbishing of the 

Howell Bunger valves at the base of the dam. We had Hatch, 

Inc. engineers conduct an inspection of the two valves this 

past year. The valves have not been serviced in many years 

and are in need of resurfacing. To accomplish this, we must 

again drain the tail pool behind the dam to allow potential 

bidders to see what needs to be included in their bid proposals. 

After selecting the successful bidder, we will again have to 

drain the tail pool to allow the contractor's crew to access the 

valves. 

The doors on the lake side of these valves need to be inspected 

along with a limiter switch that is not functioning properly. To 

do this inspection, we will need the services of Buffalo Divers, 

Inc. who have done work for the District previously. They 

require the use of a barge to carry a decompression chamber 

for their divers. This is a costly but necessary expense. Last 

fall, we had them come and look at the possibility of accessing 

these doors and switch while the lake level could be lowered 

and eliminate the need for the decompression chamber. 

Because of the problems associated with getting their 

equipment to the dam, there would be no cost savings. 

The hydraulics that assist in closing the spillway gates have 

not functioned for some time. We have asked two sources for 

bid proposals to custom build replacement parts that will 

enable full use of the hydraulic pumps. 

We also will be putting a new roof on the control house this 

summer. The current roof is beyond further repair. 

We are advertising for two part time maintenance employees 

and two dam operators to supplement our existing cadre of a 

Chief Dam Operator and two dam operators. For safety 

reasons, there should always be two personnel present at the 

dam whenever work is being done. 

 
  

 
 

For information on Boater 
Safety visit: 

          
www.newyorkboatingsafetycourse.com 

 

 

http://www.newyorkboatingsafetycourse.com/
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Voting Rights of Non-Human 
Legal Entities 
Electing government officials by a majority vote of the People 

directly affected by the elected officials’ decisions is as 

American as apple pie. Those of us who regularly exercise our 

right to vote do not take this great responsibility lightly and 

always seek to ensure that the integrity of this process is 

protected at all costs. 

Both the federal and state governments go to great lengths to 

ensure that everyone who is eligible to vote is not 

disenfranchised from exercising that right. Chapter 78, the 

RLRD’s incorporating document, is in solidarity with both 

federal and state law when it incorporates NY Election Law 

and states that “Only natural persons shall be entitled to vote 

at the annual or special elections of the district and no other 

person shall be entitled to vote at an annual or special election 

of the Rushford Lake Recreation District.” 

In fact, voting for those who govern over us has always been a 

right reserved for the People by the People. It was brought to 

the Board’s attention that unqualified individuals have been 

voting in RLRD elections. The integrity of our elections was 

brought into question and that is why the Board acted 

appropriately by auditing the existing voter rolls. To some, the 

RLRD’s attention to detail and desire to promote integrity of 

the elections has been painted as a social injustice 

disenfranchising for-profit companies from their right to elect 

the RLRD commissioners at the annual election. 

In order to correct this perceived in justice, a proposal has 

been made to amend Chapter 78 to allow non-human legal 

entities to pull the lever by proxy when voting for Commis-

sioners in annual and special elections. This would put the 

RLRD at odds with fundamental constitutional principles and 

on an unprecedented path that has never been dredged by any 

local government in New York State, or any state, before.  

The issue is that some property in the District is owned by for-

profit companies like LLCs and corporations, Legal Trusts and 

not-for-profit companies. It is argued that the people interested 

in these LLCs, corporations and trusts should still get to vote 

for public officials even though they choose to remain 

anonymous behind their corporate veil, are not residents of the 

County or District and insulate themselves from personal 

liability by not owning property in their names. Their answer 

is to amend Chapter 78 by permitting these non-human 

companies to designate anyone they shall choose to cast a vote 

on the company’s behalf in the annual and special elections of 

the RLRD. 

Those behind this fundamental transformation of the RLRD 

suggest this change is simply a matter of equity. Such a 

fundamental transformation should not be done hastily or 

without input from the residents of the RLRD. Thought and 

consideration should be given to the untold potential 

consequences of such a change in public policy. 

The question then is “Do the residents of the RLRD want non-

human companies that are not residents of the state, the 

county, the District or the towns to vote by proxy at annual 

and special elections of the RLRD?” 

Note: Our audit procedures and results are posted on the 

District’s web site: www.rushfordlakerecreationdistrict.org

Environmental Committee 
Our Environmental Committee has five 

members: Co-Chair's Steve Smith and George 

D’Annunzio, Bill Witkopf, Chad Wittenrich and 

Commissioner David Hirsch. 

Last year, David Hirsch and Bill Witkopf worked with an 

ISO-certified lab having our water tested in 6 sites in the lake 

including the inflow creeks that feed our lake. 

Per the lab’s assessment, our lake is one of the cleanest lakes 

in New York state.  

We encourage district landowners to insure your septic 

systems are working properly so that our lake stays safe for 

swimming and sports.  

We are also looking at different options to keep invasive 

species out of our lake. 

Fracking Update 

On September 7, 2012, Environmental Committee member 

George D’Annunzio and Rushford Lake Recreation District 

Commissioners Deb Aumick and Dave Hirsh had the 

opportunity to meet with Senator Catherine Young, 

representing New York’s 57
th

 Senate District. The Rushford 

delegation was provided this opportunity to represent the Lake 

District’s concern regarding the possibility of Hydraulic 

Fracturing (fracking) affecting Rushford Lake. 

Senator Young has assured us that her primary concern with 

fracking is the environmental impact on the ecosystem of 

Western New York. It was her feeling that the current DEC 

proposals before Governor Cuomo are some of the strictest in 

the United States. It is her intent that if fracking is approved in 

New York or more specifically within the 57
th

 District she will 

be closely monitoring the process for any adverse 

environmental impact. 

However, the Board of Commissioners of the RLRD made it 

clear at their June 8, 2012 meeting where they stand. The 

Commissioners unanimously approved a resolution presented 

by the RLRD Environmental Committee opposing the use of 

the controversial practice in the Rushford Lake Watershed. 

The resolution, citing the scenic beauty, fish and wildlife in 

and around the lake, and the recreational use of the lake by the 

public, as well as the possibility of geologic disturbances that 

may occur, states that “the Rushford Lake Recreation District 

is opposed to any and all future attempts to extract natural gas 

or other minerals, by the use of high-volume, slick-water 

hydraulic fracturing within the Rushford Lake watershed.” 

George D’Annunzio & Steve Smith 

Co-Chair, Environmental Committee 

District Office Hours 
Tuesday & Thursday 

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Open Saturday, May 25
th

 thru July 27
th

   

9:00 AM – Noon 

 

http://www.rushfordlakerecreationdistrict.org/
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Rushford Lake Water 
Quality Update 

Starting in June, 2012 we have been testing the water of 

Rushford Lake for bacterial contaminants. As you already 

know, Rushford Lake is sourced from many tributaries that 

spill into the Basin of Rushford Lake. The 

assessment has been done using samples from the 

actual lake waters itself near the mouths of the 

tributaries as well as samples taken directly from 

the tributaries themselves. The scope of the project 

is to ensure that the waters that are sourcing the lake are 

within EPA levels for bacterial contamination. Bacterial 

contamination of the waterways can happen through natural 

runoff, farming, as well as non-functioning septic systems 

from the homes around the lake itself. The assessment was 

performed to assure the safety of the residents using the lake 

for recreational purposes as well as being sure the natural eco-

system is not disturbed for fish and wildlife. 

Although tributary levels of bacteria were elevated, they were 

still below the EPA’s formula for bacterial contamination.  As 

the tributary waters entered the lake, the testing showed the 

lake absorbing the contamination and keeping the waters in 

Rushford Lake within the EPA’s levels for bacterial 

contamination. (For more information on EPA levels and 

computations please visit 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/regs/4590.html#16131.) 

Legal Update 
Over the past three years the RLRD has continued to defend 

the taxpayers in lawsuits filed by local residents. A lawsuit 

brought in March 2010 by James Gribbins and others against 

the RLRD and Brad Coon is nearly settled without a single 

admission of wrongdoing or change in RLRD policies. 

Dale Young also filed a lawsuit in March 2010. The Allegany 

County Supreme Court dismissed that suit at the end of 2012. 

However, Dale Young has initiated new action concerning 

Hutton Bay on a different legal theory. The RLRD filed its 

motion to dismiss this new lawsuit at the end of March. Oral 

arguments were held on May 1, 2013 and we are currently 

awaiting the Supreme Court’s decision. 

My Residence East, LLC and its affiliates filed an action in 

2009 asking the Supreme Court to declare that front lot 

owners have easements over the property of the RLRD and 

declaring that the RLRD’s rights are subservient to the 

easement rights of front lot owners. This action had been 

combined with the action filed by James Gribbins due to 

opposing claims made by Mr. Gribbins and his co-plaintiffs. 

This action remains unresolved at this time. 

In addition to defending largely frivolous litigation, the RLRD 

has been tackling a number of legal issues that come up from 

time to time which are not directly related to litigation and is 

in the process of presenting questions that serve as the basis 

for legal memoranda to provide the board with guidance on 

those issues. The most recent memorandum dealt with a non-

human legal entity’s right to vote at the annual election. 
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