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* * * * * * * * 

 

“Hey, I'm turning 90 this year! Yeah, I’m a 

beauty, tough and hardworking, but I am 

ready for some tender care, a facelift, some 

tightening up here, 

and a tuck there—

even maybe some 

implants. Let’s face 

it…with a little 

attention, I’ve got a 

lot of life left in me! After all, you just 

wouldn’t be a lake without me!”  

Denim, Diamonds, and the Dam 

   We are celebrating our aging dam’s 90th 

birthday and you are invited to our Gala 

Celebration, complete with dinner and 

dancing under the stars and event tent!  Join 

your friends, neighbors, and community 

leaders in support of the Caneadea Dam at 

Rushford Lake Fund* and show your 

support for the common goal of ensuring the 

longevity of the dam. Highlights include hors 

d’oeuvres, dinner buffet, 50/50 raffle, basket 

auction, BYO drink of choice, and music and 

dancing. Pricing per person is just a dollar for 

each of the birthday girl’s years, or $90. 

(Come on, this is, after all, a fundraiser! :) 

 

 

 

   Plan now to join us, whether you dance or 

not, at Balcom Beach on Saturday, July 14, at 

6:00 p.m. Sponsored by the Rushford Lake 

Landowners’ Association, in cooperation with 

the Rushford Lake Recreation District, this 

blowout event is exclusively to raise funds to 

rehabilitate the dam’s critical mechanical 

infrastructure. We all stand to benefit and are 

all stakeholders. 

   Watch for further announcements and 

details. If you cannot join us, you can still 

participate by sending your confidential tax 

deductible contribution of any size. 

   To make your reservation(s), send your 

name, full mail address (additional email 

address is optional), and number of tickets 

requested (or just send a check to support the 

fund) to RLLA, PO Box 103, Rushford, NY 

14777:  

--make checks payable to: Cattaraugus 

Regional Community Foundation (CRCF) 

--make note on memo line: Caneadea Dam 

@ RL Fund*  

--RLLA info: Faith Olson at 716-499-4945 
 

*A non-endowed fund under the auspices of the 

Cattaraugus Region Community Foundation, a 
501(c)3 public non-profit organization. For further 

information about the Foundation, contact them in 

Olean at 716-301-2723. 

 
 

* * * * * * * * 

Update on the Valves Purchase 
and Installation 

 

   Our November 2017 issue of Rushford Lake 

Matters provided the details on our progress 

toward replacing the two massive valves at 

the base of the dam.  In short, we are spending 

a half million dollar grant, achieved through 

help from State Senator Cathy Young, to 

purchase two 54 inch high custom stainless 

steel valves from Orbinox, a multinational 

company well known in the valve industry 

and based in Spain. After years of fundraising 

and planning for this much needed dam 

maintenance, we submitted the purchase order 

last fall.  During the winter months, our local 

engineering consultants, Hatch Engineering of 

Buffalo, worked with Orbinox to fine-tune  

detailed drawings so production could begin. 

   As of this writing, we have been assured 

that a reasonable delivery date is late 

September this year. Given this timeline, we 

continue to plan for valve installation as soon 

as October or early November, if all things 

fall into place as expected. However, should 

we need to delay installation due to 

production or delivery complications, 

inclement weather, or other unforeseen issues, 

we can store the valves until we are ready. 

   Meanwhile, other preparations are taking 

place.  The RLRD has built a storage building 

at the dam overlook to house the valves 

between delivery and installation.  The 15’ by 

30’ structure, beyond its valve-housing duty, 

http://www.rushfordlakerecreationdistrict.org/
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will also fulfil our long term needs for other 

equipment storage. 

   The 10,000 pound valves and crane will be 

trucked to the dam site, now that we have 

built the necessary road to the backside of the 

dam. During January and February, the RLRD 

rented heavy excavating equipment that Bob, 

Jake, and Jerry Pomeroy used to doze their 

way to near the dam, with the remainder of 

the road to be completed shortly before 

installation when all water surrounding the 

current valves can be drained. The path 

basically recovered the original 1920s road.   

   We give a “shout out” to the towns of 

Caneadea and Rushford in gratitude for 

assisting us with this road project. Both town 

boards have contributed time and materials to 

this project which helped us complete the road 

under budget.  Multiple loads of gravel for 

low muddy spots and some sections of drain 

pipe used to build the roadway across the 

creek are just two ways they have helped.  

The continued cooperation and goodwill 

among our three municipalities is exemplary 

as we pull in the harness together toward a 

rejuvenated dam and thriving Rushford Lake 

community.  

* * * * * * * * 

Memorial Patio Garden 

   Nearly 40 years have passed since the 

RLRD was birthed by the New York State 

legislature as the limited municipality charged 

with managing the dam and lake. The lake 

itself, of course, was created in 1929 by the 

Rochester Gas & Electric Company.  Leading 

to that April 21, 1981 act, known as Chapter 

78, were several years and countless meetings 

by a number of area residents invested in the 

project.  Now that many of those have passed 

on, calls have come from others to 

memorialize some of these community leaders 

and their efforts. 

   The RLRD has discussed several ways to 

preserve this history. Emerging from the 

crucible of shared ideas is a memorial patio 

garden that could serve to highlight and 

memorialize some founding members and 

others whose family and friends might want to 

add an engraved stone to the patio in their 

memory.  The garden would have foliage 

(trees or shrubs) and limited bench seating.  

Placement would be at Balcom Beach where 

it is visible and can be enjoyed by everyone.   

   We have working preliminary drawings but 

no firm deadline for either starting or 

completing this memorial, but the RLRD 

wanted the community to know of these plans.  

We will share more information as this project  

develops. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

Guide to District Policies & 
Procedures (Updated Version) 

   In fall 2013, following several years of hard 

committee work, the RLRD published its 

Guide to District Policies and Procedures, 

which organized the many decisions and 

practices of the RLRD into a single, coherent 

document. The Guide provides an orientation 

to newer residents and continued guidance to 

long time lake dwellers of the courtesies, 

norms, expectations, and 

established policies regarding 

many aspects of community 

living around the lake.  

   While restrictions and rules on anything 

may sound noxious to some, it is imperative 

that lot lines of front lot owners, back lot 

owners, and the RLRD properties be 

respected.  Further, public policies and work 

permit requirements must be clear for things 

like rights to water frontage use, rights-of-way 

access, dock rights, tree plantings and 

cuttings, shed placements, septic systems’ 

health, and a host of other activities that may 

disrupt your neighbor’s normal lake side 

living. While still imperfect and a living, 

changing document, the Guide seeks to keep 

everyone informed, giving guidance both to 

lake users and to decisions required of the 

RLRD.   

   The Board of Commissioners has been 

working through the current version word by 

word to edit lightly its organization, update 

descriptions and the introduction, and 

incorporate more recent policy resolutions.  

Look for this update soon on our web site, 

probably in May or June. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

New Cranes 

   Periodically, we transport heavy or bulky 

materials to and from the dam by way of 

Balcom Beach. It is more convenient and 

efficient than transporting everything down 

the small (and weight-limited) tram to the 

dam’s deck. Such materials include bags of 

mortar, lumber, concrete products, pumps and 

motors, and many other things needed to keep 

the dam operating.  But lifting from a barge to 

the dam deck and then, possibly, swiveling 

around to lower those materials down to the 

bottom of the dam’s backside requires a long 

boom swiveling jib crane.   

 

   Using the grit, sweat, and engineering 

expertise of inhouse staff, we removed our 

older jib crane and replaced it with a greater 

capacity, longer boom crane.  To complete 

our greater efficiency in transporting 

materials, the older crane is being installed at 

Balcom Beach near the Sheriff’s dock to help 

with loading and unloading materials.  The 

crane will also assist us to remove big trees, 

stumps, and other flotsam dragged to Balcom 

for removal. 

* * * * * * * * 

New Member of the Board of 
Commissioners 

 

   In January, Deb Aumick, a veteran 

commissioner representing the Town of 

Rushford for more than 10 years, resigned to 

move on to other things and we are grateful 

for her long service.  Unlike the three elected 

at-large commissioners, her place on the 

board, like the Town of Caneadea represent-

tative, is filled by action of the town board.  

   The newly appointed representative is Bill 

Sikorski.  Some will know that Bill served the 

commission board for a period as an elected 

representative starting in the ‘90s, and has 

served as the commission chairman. After 

stepping off the commission, he served for 

three years as consultant to help us manage 

our dam facilities. Bill brings unique 

experience and expertise as he joins the 

current board. His first board meeting as new 

commissioner will be April 28. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

News Shorts 
 

a. We have replaced our aged office computer 

system, which was purchased in 2005!   

b. The fifth annual RLRD-sponsored lake 

meeting—the State of the Dam and Lake—

will take place on July 7, 9:00 am, at the 

Rushford Fire Hall.  Watch for further 

communications. 

c. To continue our mortar repointing project 

and to prepare for the valve installation in 

October/November, the draw down will start 

slightly early again on Monday, October 1.  

d. The summer 2017 report of our CSLAP 

(Citizens’ Statewide Lake Assessment 

Program) water and lake analyses is now 

posted under our web site’s News tab. Read 

the Summary on page 5. Possibly compare 

that with the 2016 report Summary.  

 
* * * * * * * * 

Food Stand at Balcom Beach 
 

   Last summer, we experimented with having 

a mobile food stand at Balcom Beach, and it 

was enthusiastically received. Over 1400 
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patrons were served during a fairly cool and 

somewhat wet summer.  For a range of 

reasons, our vendors are unable to continue 

the service this summer and need to sell their 

newly refurbished mobile food stand.  As of 

this writing, we are unsure whether the service 

will be offered again, but if you or someone 

you know might have interest, you can contact 

Jerry Kreiger (716-378-1717) about purchas-

ing the mobile food stand. 
 

* * * * * * * * 

Good Lake Citizenship 
 

      To reiterate a few points from our fall 

newsletter, we repeat ourselves here for 

emphasis. We encourage lake district 

residents to pay attention to your septic 

systems, perhaps the greatest potential 

pollution sources for the lake. The final report 

by our lake management consultant made this 

point more forcefully than we have heard 

before. His report is posted under the News 

link, on our home page. Spending only weeks 

or a couple months at the lake annually makes 

it easy to put off or forget about it. Keep 

septic systems properly functioning and 

pumped and send to the RLRD office the most 

recent septic approval by the Allegany County 

Department of Health for your file. If it has 

been more than 15 years since it was formally 

checked and approved, please have it done to 

protect us all.  Always keep your file in 

compliance to enable you to seek a work 

permit or transfer a dock license.  

 

     Whether you are new to the lake or a 

longtime resident, understand the lake policies 

about the permit process to do work below the 

1450 foot line of elevation. Down-loadable 

forms and the Guide to District Policies and 

Procedures (being updated) are on the web 

site, noted on the front masthead, or may be 

obtained at the RLRD office. Always feel free 

to inquire about the policies (585-437-2017) 

or contact the Lake Manager, Chad 

Wittenrich. Observe the New York State 

boating laws and lake rules.  Exercise 

courtesy around other boaters and lake users. 

Our intentional safety efforts include 

increased Sheriff patrols on the lake, wide 

distribution of NYS Boater’s Guide booklets, 

and frequent reinforcement of this message. 

  

 

 
* * * * * * * * 

Reminder 
 

   Check frequently the web site or at the 

office for announcements, news, previous 

newsletters, and meeting information.   
 

 

* * * * * * * * 

Balcom Beach Launch Policy and Operating Hours for 2018          

   On Thursday, May 24, the boating season officially begins and the gate becomes operational with lake stewards on duty every day until the end of the 

season on Labor Day, September 3. The launch hours will be slightly increased in number over last season: Mondays through Wednesdays from noon 

until 8:00 pm, and Thursdays through Sundays from 9:00 am to 8:00 pm. 

Launch Operation Policy, Procedures, and Fees 

Non-district resident lake users  
 All car-top watercraft, such as kayaks and canoes, and trailered sail boats, may launch for free.   

 Motorized fishing boats (25 hp or smaller) may launch for a fee of $10, seven days a week.  A loaner key to exit the lake for that day only 

may be deposited in a drop box that evening. A $100 season pass comes with a gate key. Old keys will not work in the new lock. 

 Pleasure craft, including runabouts, jet skis, and pontoon boats also may launch Mondays through Thursdays for $10 when the steward is on 

duty;  on weekends (Fri. – Sun.) and holidays the fee is $25, when the steward is on duty.  A loaner key to exit the lake for that day only may 

be deposited in a drop box that evening. A $100 season pass is available with a gate key.  

 Residents outside the lake district but within the towns of Caneadea and Rushford may purchase a season pass for $50 to launch anytime 

when the lake steward is on duty. Again, a loaner key to exit the lake after hours is available for that day only. 

 Carefully inspect and monitor all your equipment to stem any further foothold of invasive species in Rushford Lake.  When the lake stewards 

are on duty, the boat wash station is available for free voluntary use or by the direction of the lake steward. Please do not wash tow vehicles. 

 

District residents  
 With a free launch pass, residents may launch and remove their boats during normal operating hours.  

 When a steward is not on duty, district residents may launch or remove their boats after acquiring a gate key. The key for the new season is $10 

and may be purchased at the RLRD office or boat launch during normal operating hours. Old keys will not work in the new lock. 

 Carefully inspect and monitor all equipment to stem any further foothold of invasive species in Rushford Lake.  When the lake stewards are on 

duty, the boat wash station is available for free voluntary use or by the direction of the lake steward. Please do not wash tow vehicles. 

 

Keyholder Rules and Information 
 Old keys will not work in the new lock. The gate lock is changed each year, so keys are not reused and do not need to be returned at 

season’s end. New keys must be purchased each spring. 

 Keyholders must register with the RLRD and sign a covenant affirming that the lake rules and state laws concerning invasive species will be 

followed. Keys are not transferable, including drop box option users. 

If misuse occurs, the RLRD will request that the key be surrendered, and the RLRD may have grounds for further action. 

 Keyholders may use their key to unlock the gate to launch motor boats they own.  It is not permissible for keyholders to unlock the gate to 

launch others’ boats. It is permissible for keyholders to open the gate to allow other boats to exit. 

 Keyholders must immediately secure and lock the gate following boat launching or removal. 

 To monitor the launching area, 24 hour security cameras are installed. 
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  Please notify the RLRD Office 

  if your mailing address has changed. 


