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via email
Hon. Catherine Young
Westgate Plaza
700 W. State Street
Olean, New York 14760

Re: Invasive Species Prevention at Rushford Lake, Allegany County

Dear Senator Young:

On behalf of the Rushford Lake Recreation District ("RLRD") and its residents, we wanted to

thank you for aiding our pursuit of securing a wash station at Rushford Lake. We truly

appreciate your efforts for which we and our residents are very grateful.

In your recent letter to our former Chairperson, David Hirsch, you expressed the idea that

perhaps the recently installed gate at Balcom Beach can be removed when a wash station is

installed. Currently, we are investigating and studying how a wash station might eliminate

the need for the gate, and whether the District can afford one even with the grant money.

The gate is one of several RLRD efforts to ensure that the lake, and boats in particular, are

free from both animal and plant invasive species. Invasive species can adversely impact the

waters of any lake, injuring wildlife, property values and tax base. Accordingly, under the

RLRD prevention program, before a motorized boat is launched into Rushford Lake by a non-

resident, it is inspected by a trained steward to ensure that it is free from invasive species

risk. Although virtually all of our residents only launch at Rushford Lake, they must also have

their motorized boat inspected before launching during normal business hours.

As you may know, after years of consideration, in 2014, the RLRD asked its voting residents

to determine whether they wished to have a gate installed at Balcom Beach. This was a non-

binding inquiry of RLRD voters. The majority of voters did, indeed, approve installation of

the gate, sharing the RLRD concerns about invasive species. After the non-binding resolution

took place, we continued to investigate and study the idea, which included obtaining

feedback from the New York State DEC and other experts. The DEC applauded the gate idea,

and encouraged it. We understood from our investigation that gate installation and

stewardship are continuing to trend around the nation, and the RLRD believed it was on par

with, and perhaps ahead of, the curve.

After the gate was installed, our Environmental Committee reported that, "[t]he DEC is very

pleased with the efforts of the RLRD installing a locked gate to try to keep the threat of

invasive species from entering the lake." You can find this quote in the RLRD Board minutes
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for May 30, 2015. One DEC official even requested a key to the gate so that it can access the
lake at all times. The Commission happily obliged.

Subsequently, we had some complaints from a few non-resident fishermen that the gate
was preventing them from launching motorized boats late at night and very early in the
morning when the gate is locked. They also complained about the launch fees, which have
not changed in multiple years.

The RLRD is committed to ensuring that the public has reasonable access to Rushford Lake
while simultaneously trying to ensure, as best we can, that invasive species do not enter the
waters. Of course, it is always best to prevent, rather than remediate, because most all
species are difficult to eradicate and exceedingly expensive to manage. While there are
multiple ways for invasive species to enter a lake, recreational boat use is at the top of the
list. Both critters (Asian claims, zebra mussels and others) and plant life (some microscopic)
can be brought in through bait cans, live wells, props, trailer axles, and mooring ropes. The
problem is not simple and preventative measures are sometimes unpopular.

In spite of all this, our research around the lake, with knowledgeable consulting experts, has
revealed already some small pockets of three different types of plant species: Eurasian
watermilfoil, brittle naiad, and curly-leafed pondweed. Contrary to what some non-experts
have asserted in news articles and letters, not all such seeds and plant fragments are
destroyed during our winter draw down and winter freeze. Indeed, if that were true,
Rushford Lake would be free from all forms of invasive species. Unfortunately, it is not.

Some invasive species, maybe all of them, will survive, even if reduced during winter
months, only to repopulate and advance during warmer temperatures. We are committed
to doing what we must to stem this tide that has taken over some nearby sister lakes. We
believe we have a sober responsibility to stay abreast of developments and not yield to just
a vocal minority public. We are trying to strike a balance, just as you must virtually all the
time.

In an effort to enhance access, and reduce costs, the RLRD has done two things to date. First,
we have instituted a season pass option for launching. If someone buys a season pass, there
is no need to pay any additional launch fees. We are reviewing season pass costs for next
year. This year, after instituting the season pass option, the cost was pro-rated so that
purchasers need not pay for a full year. I understand that this was explained when you met
with the RLRD and some citizens several weeks ago.

Second, and also explained at the recent meeting in your office, we have instituted a drop
box option, which allows boaters to launch at any time during normal business hours. When
they launch, season pass holders may secure a key to unlock the gate to remove their vessel
from the water. Thus, this option allows those fishing and others to stay on the lake for as
long as they wish without having to be worried about removing their vessel before the gate
is locked in the evening. After they remove their boat, the key is then dropped in a box at
the launch. To date, this option has worked well for those who have actually utilized it.

While some may criticize the drop box option for not allowing recreational users to launch a
vessel before normal business hours, it is not unusual at all for a municipality to have normal
business hours for recreational water use. For example, the public beach at Rushford Lake,
which is operated by Allegany County, also has certain hours that it is open and closed.
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While there may be recreational swimmers who may wish to access the water for swimming
purposes during off hours, they are unable to do so when the public beach is closed. The
operating hours of the Allegany County Public Beach at Rushford Lake are likely motivated
by legitimate economic, safety, health and other concerns. The gate at Balcom Beach is
similarly situated with reasonable regulations in place. Indeed, many municipal launch sites
around the state are only open dawn to dusk.

While we continue to try to find ways to balance legitimate RLRD concerns against the desire
of those fishing to access the lake with motorized vessels "24/7," we must also point out
that those fishing may launch clean non-motorized boats from Balcom Beach at any time
and fishing from the shore at Balcom Beach is always permitted. Similarly, fishing from the
public access area near the dam is also available at all hours. People are also welcome to
purchase a season pass.

In closing, the RLRD looks forward to continuing to work with you, your office and others in
an effort to protect Rushford Lake and ensure that it is reasonably available for recreational
public use. We want the lake to be pristine for years to come and the Commission takes
seriously its role in ensuring this for the future as its authorizing legislation and sound
environmental stewardship require.

Very truly yours,

~yz~ o~c~—~--

Joseph J. Manna, Esq.
Chairperson

Cc: Hon. Curt Crandall (via email)
Hon. Theodore L. Hopkins (via email)
Hon. David T. Pullen, Esq. (via email)

Nancy Mueller, Manager
New York State Federation of Lakes Association (via email)
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