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Hello Rushford Lake, 

 

 In this second letter, I would like to take some time to discuss briefly the importance of maintaining and 

updating your septic systems and how it can improve the lake. Septic systems are a necessity for any lake 

owner who is not connected to a central wastewater treatment facility, which you are now. They improve the 

quality of wastewater that may well make its way into the lake.  Typically septics reduce phosphorus and 

nitrogen (“fertilizer”) as well as coliform bacteria and disease-causing pathogens. Proper maintenance and use 

become important when you own a septic system since its failure can result in significant water quality issues 

(such as algal blooms and decreased water clarity). This is particularly troublesome when multiple systems fail 

at the same time.  

 

 The typical septic system may pipe your household waste water into a septic tank where solids and other 

floating materials are separated from the rest of the grey water which then flows into a drain or leachfield, 

where much of the “pollutant” or “fertilizer” reduction occurs (Figure 1 below). It is important to pump out the 

septic tank regularly or the system will begin to malfunction through clogging. When it should be pumped 

depends on how much the system is stressed but, a good rule of thumb is every two or three years. Also, be sure 

to have the system inspected during this time to make sure all the components are in good working order. There 

are also a myriad of proper care techniques and suggestions that can help you enhance the life of your system 

and include: 

 

 Not flushing household chemicals, paints, or other solvents  

 Avoid using garbage disposals since they add unwanted grease  

 Keeping excess water from reaching the system and leachfield 

 Conserve water as much as possible to reduce stress 

 Add phosphorus and nitrogen removal systems overtime as the leachfield can become saturated and lose 

of  effectiveness 

 

A septic system can be difficult to produce on a new lakefront property. Correct soil types that have enough 

vertical space between the surface and bedrock are a must. There also needs to be enough horizontal space for 

the leachfield to work effectively. This can make constructing a traditional septic system a nightmare if you 

own a small property. Fortunately, alternative systems do exist that utilize unique media filters or above 

ground/raised systems. These systems can work more effectively in the smaller spaces but may cost more than a 

traditional system. If you are interested in these kinds of systems on your Rushford Lake property, check out 

http://waterquality.cce.cornell.edu/septic.htm#alternative for more information from Cornell University.Be sure 

to check with the RLRD office and lake manager.  Your system should reduce phosphorus and nitrogen. 

 

A properly working septic system can make the difference between a lake with excellent water quality and 

one that falls below stakeholder standards. For Rushford Lake, updated and efficient septic systems will help 

keep the lake clear and safe for everyone to use for years to come so please be sure to check them. If you are 

unsure whether your septic system needs maintenance, trained inspectors can check. A dye test can be 

conducted where a dye is flushed down a toilet and checked. If the dye is found, there is fairly strong evidence 

for septic system failure.  

 

Cheers, 

Ed                                                      (see figure 1 below) 

 

http://waterquality.cce.cornell.edu/septic.htm#alternative


 
Figure 1: Image from thenaturalhome.com  


